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PCWAA’s goal is to support the development of responsible, collaborative, and sustainable water planning and management in the Pinal AMA.
Progress Report

August 2009

The Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority (PCWAA) met on August 11, 2009.  They discussed budget, heard the executive director’s monthly report, and discussed various other items, including the upcoming Central Arizona Water Conservation District’s Strategic Plan.

A budget was proposed with deep administration cuts and full funding by State Statute (implemented by Arizona Department of Water Resources) and a regional grant from the Lower Colorado Region, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.  The budget was approved by the board (a full copy of the 2009-2010 budget is posted at PCWAA’s web site:  www.pcwaa-az.org, Progress Reports, Other).


The Executive Director’s report was heard.  July was a month to continue to identify expectations and gather funding for Fiscal Year 2009/2010 from municipal partners who contribute to staffing for Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority (PCWAA).  Arizona Water Company showed interest in funding staff in exchange for some project management work.  The City of Casa Grande was concerned about the inequity of benefit between those municipalities that are recharging and those who are not.  They too are interested in exploring project management work.  The Town of Florence was interested in a variety of issues, including water quality for unregulated return to the aquifer, having PCWAA become a Underground Storage Facility versus Groundwater Storage Facility, earning 95% credits versus 50%, Central Arizona Project Recovery, and sound development agreements.  Pinal County was interested in identifying sound zoning stipulations for water, and the transfer of data on water budget in both aggregated and disaggregated formats.  The City of Maricopa established an Interagency Agreement for the first year.  In all, it is anticipated that $100,000.00 will be available for staff and administration from these partners.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation responded to PCWAA’s request for $205,000.00; there was no funding for our proposal this year.  Regional grant response is anticipated soon. 


Two audits are underway:  (1) PCWAA’s annual audit by Henry and Horne; and (2) an IRS audit of 2007/2008.  A management analysis was written and various financial forms completed.


And finally, the PCWAA computer was hacked into, corrupting the central hard drive and backup drive.  There is data to April 2009, then August 2009, leaving a gap between the two. 


Joe Singleton of Pinal Area Office gave an update on the Water Sub-committee meetings of the Pinal Groundwater Users’ Advisory Council:  Assured Water Supply Proposed Rule Modification; and Water Recovery.
Wayne Costa shared a concern in Florence with water softeners and the increase of Total Dissolved Solids.  The concern is focused on institutional organizations.

Mitch Basefsky announced review of Central Arizona Water Conservation District’s DRAFT Strategic Plan on Sept 24th and 25th at the El Con Quistidor in Oro Valley.  He explained Cap and Trade could impact Arizona significantly since most of their power comes from the Navajo Power Plant, a coal-fired energy plant.  There was further discussion concerning use of generalized models and the recent articles in the “Arizona Republic.”  Bill Collings stated the models are continuing to be refined to more accurately reflect what is occurring.  


The next PCWAA Board meeting is Tuesday, September 8th, 7 am, at 820 E. Cottonwood Lane, Suite A-1, Casa Grande, Arizona.  Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month.
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For more information, contact Barbara Massey-Nino, Executive Director, PCWAA, P.O. Box 12624, Casa Grande, Arizona, 85230  p: (520) 560-3355, f: (520) 423-8366, email, bmassey@pcwaa-az.org , web, www.pcwaa-az.org.

