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PCWAA’s goal is to support the development of responsible, collaborative, and sustainable water planning and management in the Pinal AMA.
Progress Report

July 2009

The Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority Board met on July 14th, 2009.  They discussed budget, funding from municipal partners, a contract modification with Collaborative Leadership, Inc., and various budget suggestions.    In addition, water quality issues were presented by the Town of Florence, the election of officers was held, and the Pinal Active Management Area Director stated he will recommend funding this year.

Plan A and Plan B were discussed concerning the budget.  Both plans assumed no funding from the Arizona Department of Water Resources.  As a result, Barbara Massey-Nino, contractor from Collaborative Leadership, Inc., offered to take a planned leave for up to two months, should funding not be available.  When asked, the Area Director of the Pinal Active Management Area said he would recommend funding this year.  A final proposal for budget will be heard at PCWAA’s next meeting on August 11th.


Municipal partners have been met with and asked their expectations of the Authority this year.  Casa Grande, the Town of Florence, Eloy, Maricopa and Pinal County have suggestions.  All municipalities in the Active Management Area have been invited to be a funding participant at $20,000 each to help pay for fulltime staff.  To date, PCWAA has received a check from the Town of Florence.  Invoices are out; Coolidge has again declined to participate as a funding partner.


As one of the municipal suggestions, Wayne Costa, board member for the Town of Florence, suggested that the Authority address water quality issues in regards to surface and groundwater that gets in the aquifer.  He stated an average person drinks 4500 gallons of water in a lifetime and 200 pounds of rock.  He assumes we want our aquifer as clean as drinking water.  It was suggested PCWAA consider this and address it at the January 2010 meeting.  


Officers were elected.  The Board elected current officers to continue their positions.  These include:  Chair, David Snider; Vice Chair, Bill Collings; Secretary/Treasurer, Tim Maher.  


Brian Bennon stated Gila River Indian Community is interested in partnering with neighbors on a recharge facility on the Gila River.  He suggested a meeting with Council.

The Groundwater Users’ Advisory Council (GUAC), water sub-committee, continues to meet on Assured Water Supply rule modification and Recovery Planning of water stored in the Pinal Active Management Area.  Deliberations continue.

The next PCWAA Board meeting is Tuesday, August 11th, 7 am, at 820 E. Cottonwood Lane, Suite A-1, Casa Grande, Arizona.  Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month.
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For more information, contact Barbara Massey-Nino, Executive Director, PCWAA, P.O. Box 12624, Casa Grande, Arizona, 85230  p: (520) 560-3355, f: (520) 423-8366, email, bmassey@pcwaa-az.org , web, www.pcwaa-az.org.

