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PCWAA’s goal is to support the development of responsible, collaborative, and sustainable water planning and management in the Pinal AMA.
Progress Report

June 2009

The Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority Board met on June 9th, 2009.  They discussed Senate Bill 1288, a Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District proposed bonding authority amendment, upcoming audit, and the Groundwater Users’ Advisory Committee, Water Sub-committee’s discussions on water recovery and agricultural water right retirement in the Pinal Active Management Area.

Cliff Neal of Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District has proposed an amendment to Senate Bill 1288 which identifies membership fees as being based on the larger of two options:  Five percent of the Assured Water Supply, or reliance on Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District water through the year 2015. [As of June 16, the bill has passed the Senate Natural Resources Committee.]

Henry and Horne, LLC, will conduct the annual audit for PCWAA.  The past year’s audits have been conducted by Henry and Horne and PCWAA has been found to be financially sound.


Pinal Active Management Area (Pinal AMA), Department of Water Resources, has an advisory committee called the Groundwater Users’ Advisory Committee (GUAC).  A sub-committee, the Water Sub-committee, is currently reviewing and participating in recommendations for two major efforts:  The Water Recovery planning effort by the Central Arizona Project; and water right retirement under the Modified Assured Water Supply Rule, Department of Water Resources.


Central Arizona Project is doing detailed planning for where and how they will “recover” water that has been stored in the Pinal Active Management area.  

            The first session with the Water Sub-committee was primarily educational so that all present would have the same basis of understanding.  This session included a history and regulatory framework, given by Joe Singleton of the Pinal AMA, and an introduction and background, presented by Chuck Cullom of the Central Arizona Project.  The next meeting of the Water Sub-committee, open to the public, is on June 22nd at 9 am at the Pinal Active Management Area Office.


The second session was held on June 15th to begin discussions on agricultural water right retirement and the timing of those retirements.  Various cost perspectives were shared.  The next meeting is on June 29th at 9 am at the Pinal Active Management Area Office. 

Requests for funding from local municipalities to provide PCWAA fulltime staff continues.  Various city and utility managers have been met with and asked for their expectations and funding.  


PCWAA would like to thank all who have supported our collaboration for water sustainability and sound management throughout the year.  We look forward to another productive year in 2009-2010.


The next PCWAA Board meeting is Tuesday, July 14th, 7 am, at 820 E. Cottonwood Lane, Suite A-1, Casa Grande, Arizona.  Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month.
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For more information, contact Barbara Massey-Nino, Executive Director, PCWAA, P.O. Box 12624, Casa Grande, Arizona, 85230  p: (520) 560-3355, f: (520) 423-8366, email, bmassey@pcwaa-az.org , web, www.pcwaa-az.org.

