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PCWAA’s goal is to support the development of responsible, collaborative, and sustainable water planning and management in the Pinal AMA.
Progress Report

May 2009

The Pinal County Water Augmentation Authority Board met on May 12th, 2009.  They discussed Senate Bill 1288, a Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District bonding authority proposal, accomplishments during April, and noted the Executive Director’s upcoming vacation and training.  

Senate Bill 1288 is a proposal by the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District (CAGRD) to provide an income stream in order to create bonding authority. The current proposal provides an annual membership fee based upon the Arizona Department of Water Resources’ Designation, or plan for full build-out. 


For small municipalities, such as Eloy, this proposal creates financial hardship.  Eloy and CAGRD propose a bill revision to include using a two-tier approach:  use based upon the CAGRD 10-year operations plan, or until 2015 under the current Operations Plan; and retaining full Designation from Arizona Department of Water Resources for future growth.  CAGRD Stakeholders met on Wednesday May 13th to discuss this proposal.


According to the Executive Director, April was a month of getting further direction on the programs and projects priorities and pursuing implementation.  This included meeting with the Executive Committee on PCWAA funding strategies, reporting for municipal funding of the executive director, identifying ways for the executive director to learn specific Pinal Active Management Area water details, awaiting the Bureau of Reclamation decisions on national and regional grants, and defining an approach to capture expectations of municipalities.  Barbara’s training plan includes: reading Pinal Active Management Area management plans one, two and three; doing a literature search on the Groundwater Management Act of 1980 to the present (with particular focus on perspectives during the 20-year anniversary); taking two graduate academic courses –one in water policy and another in water economics.  

David Snyder reminded the board that Barbara will be on vacation from May 23rd through May 31st, returning to work on Tuesday, June first.  Bill Collings will be the PCWAA contact during her absence (dnacivil@aol.com; (520) 836-5501). 


The next PCWAA Board meeting is Tuesday, June 9th, 7 am, at 820 E. Cottonwood Lane, Suite A-1, Casa Grande, Arizona.  Meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month.
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For more information, contact Barbara Massey-Nino, Executive Director, PCWAA, P.O. Box 12624, Casa Grande, Arizona, 85230  p: (520) 560-3355, f: (520) 423-8366, email, bmassey@pcwaa-az.org , web, www.pcwaa-az.org.

